Eric Y. Kow

Room W113, Watts Building Office: +44 (0)1273 64 2905
University of Brighton Email: E.Y.Kow@brighton.ac.uk
Lewes Road Homepage: http://www.nltg.ac.uk/home/Eric.Kow

Brighton, UK, BN2 4GJ

INTERESTS

Natural language generation

Revision control systems (Darcs)

EDUCATION

PhD, Computer Science (2007-11-14)
Université Henri Poincaré (Nancy, France)

Master of Computer Science (DEA Informatique, 2004)
Université Henri Poincaré (Nancy, France)

BSE Computer Science and Engineering (2001, Cum Laude)
University of Pennsylvania (4th year: University of Edinburgh)

PROJECTS

University of Brighton (Research Fellow, 2007-present)

Research in applying probabilistic methods in deep natural language generation (Prodigy project)

Organisation of the 2008 Referring Expression Geneneration Challenge and the 2009-2010 Generation Chal-
lenges.

Université Henri Poincaré (PhD student, 2004-2007)

Surface realisation: ambiguity and determinism.

The surface realisation task consists in producing the natural language sentence(s) associated with an input
grammar and meaning. This thesis presents three extensions to a surface realiser: a symbolic technique
for filtering the lexical selection to reduce the effects of lexical ambiguity, a filter which enables the user to
control the kind of output produced by the realiser and, an automated harness for using the realiser debug
large grammars.

INRIA Lorraine (Engineer, 2001-2003)

Tools for facilitating software reuse through open standards such as SOAP

Toolchain and support for the Dédé corpus annotation project.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Comparing Rating Scales and Preference Judgements in Language Evaluation. Anja Belz and Eric Kow. INLG,
2010.
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Extracting Parallel Fragments from Comparable Corpora for Data-to-text Generation. Anja Belz and Eric Kow.
INLG 2010.

Generating Referring Expressions in Context: The GREC Shared Task Evaluation Challenges. Anja Belz, Eric
Kow, Jette Viethen and Albert Gatt. In Krahmer, E., Theune, M. (eds.) Empirical Methods in Natural Language
Generation, Vol. 5980 of Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Springer.

Assessing the Trade-Off between System Building Cost and Output Quality in Data-to-Text Generation. Anja
Belz and Eric Kow. In Krahmer, E., Theune, M. (eds.) Empirical Methods in Natural Language Generation, Vol.
5980 of Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Springer. (Extended version of Belz and Kow, 2009.)

System Building Cost vs. Output Quality in Data-To-Text Generation. Anja Belz, Eric Kow. ENLG, Athens,
Greece, 2009. Best paper award.

The GREC Challenge 2008: Overview and Evaluation Results. Anja Belz, Eric Kow, Jette Viethen and Albert
Gatt. INLG, Columbus, Ohio, 2008.

A Symbolic Approach to Near-Deterministic Surface Realisation using Tree Adjoining Grammar. ACL. Prague,
Czech Republic, 2007.

Spotting Overgeneration Suspects. Claire Gardent and Eric Kow. European Workshop on Natural Language
Generation (ENLG), Dagstuhl, Germany, 2007.

Genl: Natural language generation in Haskell. Eric Kow. Haskell’06, Portland, USA, 2006.

Three reasons to adopt TAG-based surface realisation. Claire Gardent and Eric Kow. TAG+8. Sydney, Aus-
tralia, 2006.

Generating and selecting grammatical paraphrases. Claire Gardent and Eric Kow. ENLG, Aberdeen, UK, 2005

Adapting polarised disambiguation to surface realisation. Eric Kow. 17th European Summer School in Logic,
Language and Information (ESSLLI) Student session, Edinburgh, UK, 2005.

LANGUAGES

English (native speaker)
French (fluent)
Haskell, Perl (active use)

Python, Java, Prolog (working familiarity)

TEACHING

1st year programming with Caml (14h course, 28h lab)
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